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(" public intervention” are dismissed . either

~Johnson and other will give due thought -
_to the real burden of his COmplamt

| /On that score he said: *“On the Tmivof the' .
,, '‘information and counsel he received, ‘the *
I President could hardly have acted othér’;
" than he did . . .” Then Fulbright went on

I to understand, however, why so much un-
1f sound advice was given him.” : . 7«
-+ The advice, we must assume, was gwcn

1t is unfortunate that securlty conmdcra-.

prompted F‘ulbnght’s denunciation.
For if it is true, as Fulbright chargcs,

' " ing of 24,000 U.S. troops into the Domin- -
. ican Republic, then this fact, couplcd with
"the Bay of Pigs fiasco, discloses a weak-

; ness in U.S. intelligence that could one -

' day lead to epic disaster. If this is- mdced

. the lamentable state of our intelligence, it!

1 munist powers could hatch a hoax plausxblc
| and elaborate enough to brmg U.S. tréops. -
.| \swarming mto%x Argentina or*¥ene- /
' i, would blast. the mtpr-Amencan aﬂxance
b eyond all repaxr.a ot -
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g Beforc the criticisms by Sen. 'J. Wﬂham ‘_
Fulbrxght (D-Ark) of the Dominican Re- .

- as spleenish or divisive, we hope President ',

," . He was not . criticizing Mr. Johnson, ‘i

...of the State Department, the Defense De-
1o the nub of the matter: “It is very difficult,

i by the Central Intelligence Agency,.. the .
i *State Department, and the mtelhgcncc sec- 3,, mittee, Sen. Mike Mansficld *(D-Mont. ),
who agrees.that there was “no major Com Ly
" munist threat” in Santo Dommgo
: tions — probably valid — prevent a fuller #+
i disclosure of the testxmony given the Sen-
‘ate Foreign Relations: Committee that ;_

uons of the armed forces. - S f~'

- that no threat existed warranting the- ‘pour- -

v mtlu)t all three, to Create a sxtuauon that ,

STATINTL

True, the prepondcrancc of o pinion 3 i
. normially - regarded -as “informed” pomts o
"_,the other way. Sen Dirksen, for one, says -

that he agreed with the President’s decision
- then, and still agrees with it. He says that’ \

L the Communists were indeced bulldmg up: i-

quch strength .that they could have torn’ 3
:“the ‘country apart, and ‘that “the President )

had to act.” In this he concurs, of course, 4
¢ with the President himself, and with chiefs’

partment and the CIA.
Yet it is noteworthy“mﬁulbnght does

-.ala:ﬂ-v‘,é.'

-‘"‘ Lnot stand alone. Supporting the chaxrman

" of  the’ 'Forcngn Relations Committee is
another prominent member of that”com-.
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. The /Amencan people can hope ' 1hat
Dxrksen and the President are right, and ¢
Fu]bnght and -Mansfield ~wrong. And yet ;! »
'the history of U.S. intelligence operations i

" since World War 11 has been marked with )

enough failures to warrant’ some doubt.’ f
& 'We hope, therefore, that the matter wﬂl be~

' explorcd further, ‘and as publicly as “basic’y x '

"“sccurity considerations will permit. For,:

.1 peither- Fulbright nor " Mansfield - can bc,q

\avntten off as a trackpot; both have carned § i

'j'-f the right, to be'taken seriously; ncn.her is;
.is not beyond imagining that the Com- '
lcadershlp just for the sport of it. If there:

" likely to be firing salvos at his own party.: é 4

‘substance to their” charges, both Congess r

“,and the President have a'responsibility to { -

~find out what is ,wrong and remedy the |
faults If therg is none the American peo~,
. ple need to be solidly- convmced of the fac
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